EU Funding Opportunities

Finland-Ukraine Tech Bridge: From Insight to Action, 18 March 2026, Tampere
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European Defence Fund Work Programme 2026
31 topics | Calls are open for submission
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Air-to-air refuelling
Self-protection systems
Smart Technologies for fighter systems

Countering HGV (direct award)
Endo-atmospheric interceptor

Multiple rocket launcher system
Main battle tank

Future multirole light aircraft
Secure digital military mobility

Medium-size semi-autonomous surface
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Flow-related underwater noise
Critical seabed infrastructure protection

ME&S Al framework

Over-the-horizon radar
DIS action

Research for SMEs and ROs
Non-thematic development for SMEs

Legend: Research Development EUDIS-related

Source: European Commission 2026
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EDF Work Programme 2026

Current opportunities to work with Ukrainian partners within EDF:

» Associated partner — cost not eligible for EDF funding

» Service suppliers — purchase of goods, works and services needed to carry out the action - cannot constitute a core task
of the project

» EU entities with UA owners — eligible as beneficiary/ subcontractor involved in the action subject to provision of
approved guarantees

« Financial Support for Third Parties (FSTP) i.e. Cascade Funding (generalized for all call topics in EDF 2026)

Important: Ukraine to become an Associated Country to EDF in 2026!

» UA entities will be able to participate with EU funding (once association agreement in force — this is anticipated to be
finalised in the coming months).

» For example, testing activities with Ukrainian partners possible in the projects

» This means it will also be possible to include Ukrainian partners to ongoing projects via amendment process

Find details about the EDF 2026 Work Programme here
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https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/edf-work-programme-2026_en

Other forthcoming opportunities

BraveTechEU: 50M€ from EDF and 50M€ from Ukraine
* In cooperation with European Commission, Ukrainian Ministry of Defence and European Defence Agency
 Call opening in the near future: very fast call cycles!

Ukraine Support Instrument, USI: 300 M€ under the European Defence Industry Programme, EDIP, enables

closer cooperation with EU Member States defence industries and Ukrainian defence industry

 Calls expected to open later this year
* Innovation support programme - 35M€ for small grants

BRAVENATO - UNITE: Teams of Allied and Ukrainian companies will be eligible for joint grants worth a total
value of EUR 10 million (for the first competition), allocated equally by NATO and Ukraine. Companies will be able
to register interest online and subsequently submit their joint bids. Planned solicitation release in April 2026, see
for updates here.
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https://www.ncia.nato.int/business/procurement/current-opportunities/42534805

Thank youl!

Saija Juslén, Senior Project Manager
Spinverse Oy
saija.juslen@spinverse.com
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